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MAHARASHTRA

Govt tells HC: Will
publish Ambedkar’s
MSc thesis, give more
facilities to committee

EXP
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 29

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment told the Bombay High
Court on Thursday that it will
publish Dr B R Ambedkar's MSc
thesis. The High Court was hear-
ing a suo motu PIL regarding a
project, which was halted, to
publish Ambedkar's works.

The state government in-
formed the bench that the UK
Senate library had granted it per-
mission to publish Ambedkar's
thesis 'Decentralisation of
Provincial Imperial Finance in
British India’, The court appreci-
ated the progress by the com-
mittee constituted to oversee the
publication of Ambedkar's writ-
ings and speeches.

Additional  Government
Pleader Purnima HKantharia for
the state government submitted
minutes of a September 20
meeting chaired by Higher and
Technical Education Minister
Chandrakant Patil, which also
consisted of the principal secre-
tary of the department, the
member secretary of the com-
mittee constituted to publish
Ambedkar's works and 10 non-
government members of the

anel.

According to the minutes of
the meeting, the honorarium to
the member secretary has been
increased from Rs 10,000 to Rs
25,000,

The government has also de-
cided to provide residential ac-
commodation to the member
secretary either in the MLA guest
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500 PEOPLE, ORGANISATIONS INVOLVED
Govt opens anganwadis
in Mumbiai for adoption

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI. SEPTEMBER 29

WOMEN AND Child Welfare
Minister Managal Prabhat Lodha
on Thursday said that over 500
people and organisations have
expressed willingness to adopt
anganwadis in Mumbai follow-
ing his appeal.

"Mumbai has over 4,800 an-
ganwadis. | had appealed to
wealthy individualsto come for-
ward and adopt anganwadis.
Around 500 individuals and o
ganisations have come forward
till now. I am thankful to them
and we hope that more people
will come forward,” Lodha told
mediapersons.

He also said that the cost for

running one anganwadi is
around Rs 25,000 to 30,000 per
month.

Former women and child
welfare minister and Congress
leader Yashomati Thakur said
that Lodha's concept is not new.
"We have been running a num-
ber of anganwadis on Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) funds
for years. Corporates help us by
adopting anganwadis,"” she said.

Thakur added that the previ-
ous Maha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment has decided to reserve a
specific fund from the District
Planning Development Council
for anganwadis. "But this gov-
ernment has stayed the release
of DPDC funds after coming to
power. It will adversely impact
various schemes.”

BJP launches special
fortnight campaign,
cleans 100 statues in
Mumbai in one day

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 29

‘THE MUMBAI BJP on Thursday
launched astatue cleaning drive
inthe city under the leadership
of its president Ashish Shelar,
and cleaned nearly 100
statuesidentified across the city
inaday.

The move came as part of a
‘Service Fortnight' campaign, to
commemorate the birthday of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
which falls on September 17,
said officials in the know of the
matter.

The drive started from
Dadar where a statue of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj at
Shivaji Park and one of Vinayak
Damodar  Savarkar  at
Swatantryaveer ~ Savarkar
Smarak were cleaned, gar-
landed, and paid obeisance. The
statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose at Girgaon Chowpatty was
also cleaned on Thursday in the
presence of Tourism, and
Women and Child Welfare
Minister Mangalprabhat Lodha.

All the elected members of
the state Legislative Assembly
and the Parliament will partic-
ipate in the drive, said party
workers, adding that MLAs and
senior party leaders are carry-
ing out the cleanliness drive.

Veteran actor Jackie Shroff
and former corporator Preeti
Satam also took part in cleaning
the statue of Dadasaheb Phalke

Move is part of a
‘Service Fortnight’
campaign, to
commemorate the
birthday of PM

on September 17

at Filmcity's Dadasaheb Phalke
Smarak.

While sharing details about
the cleanliness drive, Shelar said
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had expressed his desire
to celebrate his birthday
through ‘Service Fortnight" for
the countrymen.

So, BJP's national president
JPNadda launched the ‘Service
Fortnight’ campaign, starting
from the birth anniversary of
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay —
which also falls on September
17 every year—till the birth an-
niversary of Mahatma Gandhi
— which falls on October 2
everyyear.

“Throughout the drive, we
will undertake various service
initiatives across the country for
our countrymen... As part of the
initiative, today we started
cleaning statues of all the great
leaders across the city, and also
paid our obeisance. We have re-
ceived a great response from
the people of Mumbai. We are
also managing various health
camps during this Service
Fortnight drive,” according to
Shelar.
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